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N o b o d y  l i k e s  g i v i n g  a  g i f t  t h a t  w i l l
j u s t  b e c o m e  c l u t t e r  i n  a  c l o s e t .  W h i l e

t h e  w o r l d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p u s h
d i s p o s a b i l i t y ,  i t ’ s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t r a d e

t h a t  f o r  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .  

W e ’ v e  c o m p i l e d  a  g i f t - g i v i n g  g u i d e  t o
h e l p  y o u  m a k e  s m a r t ,  s u s t a i n a b l e

s h o p p i n g  c h o i c e s  t h i s  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n .
W h e t h e r  y o u ’ r e  l o o k i n g  t o  g i v e

d o n a t i o n s ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  o r  m o r e
t r a d i t i o n a l  g i f t s ,  w e  g u a r a n t e e  y o u ’ l l
f i n d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d

f a m i l y  w i l l  l o v e !

A r e  y o u  t i r e d  o f  y o u r  h o l i d a y  g i f t -
g i v i n g  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  y o u r  c l i m a t e

a n x i e t y ?  W o u l d  y o u  p r e f e r  t o  s a v e  t h e
p l a n e t  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t s

d e m i s e ?  T h e n  t h i s  i s  t h e  g u i d e  f o r
y o u !

Why Give SustainablyWhy Give Sustainably



T H I S  G U I D E  C O N T A I N S  I D E A S
F O R :

G i f t  w r a p p i n g
D o n a t i o n s
E x p e r i e n c e s
G i f t s  f r o m  n o n p r o f i t
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
G i f t s  t h a t  n e e d  a  s e c o n d  h o m e
♻

G i f t s  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t  ♥
G i f t s  t o  p r o m o t e  s u s t a i n a b l e
l i v i n g  🏠
G i f t s  f o r  o u r  f u r r y  f r i e n d s  🐾
G i f t s  t h a t  k e e p  o n  g i v i n g  🪴
H o l i d a y  c a r d s
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R e u s e  o l d ,  s a l v a g e a b l e  w r a p p i n g  p a p e r  a n d  g i f t
b a g s

M a k e  s u s t a i n a b l e  g i f t  t a g s  w i t h  t h e  p a c k a g i n g
y o u r  g i f t  t o  s o m e o n e  m i g h t  h a v e  c o m e  i n

U s e  n e w s p a p e r  f o r  w r a p p i n g  p a p e r  ( y a y  -
c o m i c s  s e c t i o n ! )  

U s e  A m a z o n  p a c k a g i n g  f o r  w r a p p i n g  p a p e r
( e . g . ,  b r o w n  p a p e r  o r  g i f t  b a g s )

I f  y o u  l i v e  c l o s e  t o  f r i e n d s / f a m i l y ,  t r y  t o  d r o p
o f f  g i f t s  i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  t h e m  s h i p p e d  t o  c u t
c a r b o n  c o s t s !

 
M i n i m i z e  y o u r  w a s t e  w h e n  s h o p p i n g  i n - p e r s o n :
b r i n g  a  r e u s a b l e  s h o p p i n g  b a g ,  b i k e  o r  w a l k  t o
s h o p s  w h e n  p o s s i b l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  d r i v i n g ,
s u p p o r t  l o c a l  s h o p s  r a t h e r  t h a n  l a r g e  b r a n d s  o r
o n l i n e  r e t a i l e r s

Gift WrappingGift Wrapping



T h i n k  p r a c t i c a l :  a s k  y o u r s e l f  i f
t h e  r e c i p i e n t  w i l l  w a n t  t h i s  g i f t
i n  5  y r s  a n d  c a n  a c t u a l l y  u s e  i t ,
o r  i f  i t  w i l l  j u s t  s i t  o n  a  s h e l f  o r

i n  a  c a b i n e t  ( o r  i f  t h e y  e v e n
d e s e r v e  a  g i f t  t h i s  y e a r  😉 )  

PracticalityPracticality



DonationsDonations
Sierra Club: make a minimum $15 donation in their
name and give them the gift that comes with the
donation (changes regularly!) 
Heifer international - pay for a family to be
provided with a livestock animal that can help
provide valuable resources 
Kiva: recipient can choose to make a loan to an
self-made entrepreneur across the globe
Adopt an animal to support conservation! (e.g.,
Phoenix Zoo, Sheldrick Wildlife Trust)
Any cause that the recipient champions (e.g.,
Planned Parenthood, ASPCA)

https://store.sierraclub.org/sierra-club-gift-membership-p387.aspx?_ga=2.118234185.1713132345.1607916894-516057701.1607916894
https://store.sierraclub.org/sierra-club-gift-membership-p387.aspx?_ga=2.118234185.1713132345.1607916894-516057701.1607916894
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/animals/index.html?msource=KIK1K19NB0003&gclid=CjwKCAiAwrf-BRA9EiwAUWwKXudkC06OIXf4vj8paSpSHacTjTN7EN3xq-zGjoCPXh_uYN0b6W37HxoC1SEQAvD_BwE
https://www.kiva.org/
https://www.phoenixzoo.org/membership/
https://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/
https://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/
https://www.weareplannedparenthoodaction.org/onlineactions/6iOI0_HnUUmPu_6_SRgayg2?sourceid=1006442&ms=4NALz2100K1N1A&gclid=Cj0KCQiAyracBhDoARIsACGFcS59kR6qkmhua4dFwqa3A_VqyG90chtHWTNsZ1niH0xU2tgCv8f0qsYaAhbeEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://secure.aspca.org/donate/ps-gn-p2?ms=MP_PMK_Googlebrand&initialms=MP_PMK_Googlebrand&pcode=WPSN7GO2PK01&lpcode=WPSN7GO1PK01&test&ds_rl=1066461&gclid=Cj0KCQiAyracBhDoARIsACGFcS5OjzUocWfV8MV2T2pqxz9k4G66bmZxtg2L8cBhn4_qnHWKGJQ3D64aArqbEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds


ExperiencesExperiences
Too often we think of gifts as things,
but often an experience is an even

better way of giving!

Gift cards to support local businesses (esp.
sustainable businesses or restaurants such as
Green New American Vegetarian) 

Tickets to a local event for a shared experience
together! (e.g., Gammage auditorium)

Membership to a local organization (e.g.,
National Parks pass, institutions like the
Botanical Garden, local wine club) 

https://greenrestaurant.localgiftcards.com/
https://www.asugammage.com/
https://www.asugammage.com/
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm
https://dbg.org/support/membership/


I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  g i v e  s o m e t h i n g
t a n g i b l e ,  t h e n  c o n s i d e r  w h e r e  y o u  b u y

i t ,  w h a t  i t ' s  m a d e  o f  a n d  i t s
p r a c t i c a l i t y .

Tangible GiftsTangible Gifts

Gifts from nonprofit organizations (with great gifts
shops and that support conservation)

Sierra Club
Keep Nature Wild

Gifts that need a second home (e.g., clothes, books,
games)

Thrift stores (e.g., Goodwill, White Dove, Buffalo
Exchange) 
Infynite Threads ← local (AZ), online consignment
store
ThredUp ← online clothing consignment store
Poshmark ← great resource for high end designer
clothes/items
Old Town Books
Bookmans

https://greenthatlife.com/green-gifts-for-good/#non-profits-with-amazing-gift-shops
https://greenthatlife.com/green-gifts-for-good/#non-profits-with-amazing-gift-shops
https://greenthatlife.com/green-gifts-for-good/#non-profits-with-amazing-gift-shops
https://greenthatlife.com/green-gifts-for-good/#non-profits-with-amazing-gift-shops
https://www.depop.com/infynitethreads/
https://www.thredup.com/
https://poshmark.com/
https://www.downtowntempe.com/go/old-town-books
https://bookmans.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-cT6iNbr8wIVE3NvBB3j2wZrEAAYASAAEgKea_D_BwE


Gifts from the Heart ♥Gifts from the Heart ♥

Making your own gifts can save you
money and be more fulfilling!

DIY baked goods or food items (e.g., mason jar
cookie recipe)

DIY wax food wraps

DIY scrubbies, pot holders, or hand towels (if
you're not a skilled knitter, a loom makes it easy!)

DIY produce and shopping bags (reuse old linens
or t-shirts, or buy second hand - sometimes thrift
stores even have yards of leftover fabric for sale)

DIY crafts (e.g., any craft you can create with
what you already have at home!)

https://blog.mountainroseherbs.com/the-complete-guide-to-diy-beeswax-wraps-including-a-beeless-vegan-food-wrap
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViiQwJFRpxU&ab_channel=OnlineFabricStore.net
https://hellonest.co/diy-produce-bag-from-t-shirt/
https://hellonest.co/diy-produce-bag-from-t-shirt/
https://hellonest.co/diy-produce-bag-from-t-shirt/
https://hellonest.co/diy-produce-bag-from-t-shirt/
https://hellonest.co/diy-produce-bag-from-t-shirt/


Gifts to PromoteGifts to Promote
Sustainable LivingSustainable Living

Give gifts that will help your friends and
family live more sustainably

Reusable sandwich, produce. or grocery bags 

Wool dryer balls (pair with essential oils for a cute
gift set) 

Reusable travel mugs/water bottles

Reusable silverware kits

Sustainable household items, includes annual
subscriptions (e.g., Ethique, Earth Love, Grove,
Who Gives A Crap, NetZero Company)

Cookbooks, herb gardens, CSA subscription or
other food related gifts

https://www.friendsheepwool.com/collections/all
https://ethique.com/
https://earthlove.co/?sscid=c1k6_6k77i&
https://www.grove.co/
https://us.whogivesacrap.org/?utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=paid_search&utm_campaign=1024047963&utm_content=50759013539&utm_term=who%20gives%20a%20crap&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8eOLBhC1ARIsAOzx5cFU-DYbUzcUEQEv2gqa85HwhDYf1U5Clws_R39pd1CqGGOSOshI4JsaArSkEALw_wcB
https://www.netzerocompany.com/


Gifts for our FurryGifts for our Furry
Friends🐾Friends🐾

Show your pets some love this holiday
season with cute, sustainable gifts!

Check out companies like Keep
Nature Wild, The Kind Pet, or West
Paw for sustainably made
supplies and accessories 
Consider making your own
homemade dog/cat treats or
homemade animal bandanas 

https://keepnaturewild.com/collections/pets
https://keepnaturewild.com/collections/pets
https://thekindpet.com/collections/all
https://www.westpaw.com/?avad=55097_d2ccd4e99&utm_source=avantlink&utm_medium=referral
https://www.westpaw.com/?avad=55097_d2ccd4e99&utm_source=avantlink&utm_medium=referral


Gifts that keep onGifts that keep on
giving 🪴giving 🪴

Consider gifts that will last
many years (and provide

delicious food!)

Plants (herbs, produce plants, trees) 
Seed packets for herbs, produce
plants, or wildflower mixes (can
support local wildlife such as bees
and butterflies)
Cookbooks that support sustainable
eating  
Community supported agriculture
(CSA) subscriptions 

https://www.localharvest.org/csa/


Support small and/orSupport small and/or
sustainable businessessustainable businesses

Etsy (with businesses like Peppermint
Narwhal)
Conscious Step for cute socks!
Eco-focused Shopping Guide - you can
sort by gift-category or “value” (e.g.,
vegan, sustainable, woman/POC-
owned, empowers workers etc.)
Changing Hands and Palabras for books
(new and used)
Patagonia for outdoor clothes and gear
(all profits go to climate action)

https://www.etsy.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/PeppermintNarwhal?ref=simple-shop-header-name&listing_id=1098665423
https://www.etsy.com/shop/PeppermintNarwhal?ref=simple-shop-header-name&listing_id=1098665423
https://consciousstep.com/collections/gift-boxes
https://donegood.co/pages/shop-for-good
https://donegood.co/pages/shop-for-good
https://www.changinghands.com/
https://www.palabrasbookstore.com/
https://www.patagonia.com/
https://www.patagonia.com/


SustainableSustainable
Holiday CardsHoliday Cards
Crafting new cards from old holiday
cards (or from scratch paper) 
Buying cards made of seed paper that
you can plant in the ground afterwards
(e.g., Botanical Paperworks, Cute Root)
Buying cards from small and/or
sustainable businesses 
Incorporate your message as part of
the gift (e.g., write in the book cover or
on the wrapping paper)

https://botanicalpaperworks.com/#:~:text=SHOP%20EVENTS-,Seed%20Paper%20%26%20Confetti,germinate%20and%20grow%20into%20plants.
https://cuteroot.com/


All of these ideas are just SOME
of the many amazing ways to

make gift-giving more
sustainable and planet-friendly! 

We Wish Everyone a Wonderful
and Safe Holiday!

T H E  S O L S  G R A D U A T E  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  C O M M I T T E E
M E E T S  R E G U L A R L Y  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  Y E A R .  ~

O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  T O  P R O V I D E  T H E  A S U  C O M M U N I T Y
W I T H  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  A B O U T

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  I N I T I A T I V E S  A N D  P R A C T I C E S .

 P L E A S E  E M A I L  M A D E L I N E  B U H M A N
 ( M B U H M A N @ A S U . E D U )  W I T H  Q U E S T I O N S  O R
I N T E R E S T  I N  J O I N I N G  O U R  O R G A N I Z A T I O N !

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
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mailto:mbuhman@asu.edu

