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Abstract 

Public Administration has recently seen a rise in the use of experimentation in empirical 

research. This trend is commonly associated with calls for a greater emphasis and integration of 

psychology and behavioral sciences into Public Administration. Dr. Stritch will discuss trends in 

experimental research in Public Administration, including the use of MTurk and online panels 

(Yougov, Qualtrics). To illustrate key issues and considerations, Dr. Stritch will provide 

examples from a recent experimental study considering the effects of gender bias on citizen 

evaluations of public sector leaders.  Finally, the presentation will conclude with a discussion of 

the future of experimentation in the study of Public Administration, and consider whether 

experiments are simply another tool in the methodological toolkit of researchers or part of a 

broader movement that will shape the future of the field for years to come. 
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